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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
COUNCIL AGM 
31 JANUARY 2015
The Catholic Schools Council’s AGM 
took place on Saturday 31 January at 
St Teresa’s School, Rosebank. The day 
began with Mass which was celebrated 
by Fr Tony Daniels, with Fr Sean McEwan 
as the con-celebrant.  The theme of the 
Mass was ‘Building Communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service.’

The keynote address was delivered by 
Leeann Naidoo, author of the book ‘The 
Mind Age.’  

At the Religion Education breakaway 
session, various courses for improving the 
qualifications of the Religious Education 
teachers through long distance study 
were brought to the attention of the RE 
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Co-Ordinators and teachers attending 
as well as short courses for self-interest.   
Mr Grant Hanouch from St Benedict’s 
College spoke about the need for more 
teachers to join the CSC Executive to 
represent Religious Education teacher.  
Fr Chris Schonenberg was invited to 
speak on the retreat courses he and his 
team are offering this year at Ha Phororo.  
Teachers were particularly pleased to 
hear about the content of these courses.
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Teachers Seminar at Assumption Convent, Pretoria North
A special Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Slattery. Five teachers received Long 
Service Certificates for 25 years of service. A session presented by Steuart Pennington 
focused on positive things  happening in South Africa, reminding us that there are 
good things which we tend to overlook, as we often concentrate on the bad things 
happening in our country. 

During a meeting held at Maryvale 
College on 11 March to discuss 
Catholic Schools Week, teachers 
offered positive suggestions 
about celebrating the work and 
achievement of our schools.  This 
year is dedicated to those in 
Consecrated Life hence our theme 
for this year is, “Catholic Schools 
Celebrating our Founders”. 

This theme invites learners and 
staff members to answer the call 
to serve their schools through 
building communities of Faith, 
Knowledge and Service. Pope 
Francis reminds young people 
that the Church needs them, their 
enthusiasm, creativity and their 
joy that is so characteristic of 
them.  Creative ideas were offered 
such as to display CSW posters, 
invite a neighbouring Catholic 
school to present their Founder 
at a school assembly, a quiz on 
at least three other Founders of 
Catholic Schools, to write a media 
release about their Founder for the 
local newspaper. Also, they could 
approach past pupils to talk on 
their life experiences.  

Schools are encouraged to give 
of their talents, their enthusiasm 
and their joy in being a Catholic 
School.

CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS’ 
WEEK
(See CSW poster on newsletter cover)

St Catherine’s Germiston
St Catherine’s pupils and teachers have 
put their heads and hearts together to 
help the community in which the school 
is located. They will on a monthly basis 
offer something back to the community 
in different ways:

l teaching vulnerable children 
(Epworth Childrens’ Home) how to 
be water wise and swim; (they will 
collect the children from Epworth 
and bring them to their school)

l spending time with the children in 
these homes teaching them grade 
appropriate subjects

l collecting food and clothing at 
school for the informal settlements 
in the area

The theme for the month of 

January was  ‘Each 1 Teach 

1’.  Learners throughout 

the High School helped 

the children from Epworth 

Home with swimming 

lessons. 

School news
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It was a rewarding 
afternoon with Br 
Michael inviting RE 
teachers to share and 
enrich each other’s 
experience and to promote 
the status of RE in their schools.  
Br Michael presented a beautiful 
and thought-provoking power point 
presentation. He asked teachers to 
respond to the presentation by inviting 
some of them to share their own creative 
ideas using drawings.

This was followed by a session with inputs 
from five presenters on the different RE 
courses available for teachers to upgrade 
their RE qualifications.  

l  Jocelyn Thompson shared her 
personal experience on the journey 
of enriching her teaching of RE 
through upgrading her professional 
qualifications.   

l  Ms Bernadette Chellew introduced 
the teachers to the 2-year Higher 
Certificate Course in Biblical Studies 
through St Augustine’s College as well 
as the Bat Kol monthly lectures during 
this year on the Book of Leviticus.

l  Br Mike Chalmers from the Catholic 
Bible Foundation spoke on his new 

On 18 March, 110 teachers from 
29 Johannesburg Catholic schools 
came together at St Augustine’s 
College for a Religious Education 
Seminar presented by Br Michael 
Burke and the CSO team.  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SEMINAR

book ‘Bread that will Last’ and also 
brought to the attention of teachers 
the 3-year course offered on the 
Scriptures.

l  Sr Judy Coyle spoke on the current 
academic courses as well as the short 
courses for personal enrichment 
offered by St Augustine’s College.

l  Mr Paul Faller from CIE 
introduced the teachers 

to the new Higher 
Certificate for Religious 
Education that is 
being offered from 
April 2015. He also 
encouraged teachers 
to join Professional 

Society of Religious 
Educators, which is free 

to all RE teachers. This 
will enable them to receive 

the periodical ‘Roots and Wings,’ 
which includes articles of interest for 
classroom lessons.

Teachers were then invited to choose 
from 5 break-away sessions:

l Assessment of RE in High School – 
Jenny Potgieter

l Assessment of RE in Primary School 
–  Sue Chapple

l Liturgy in the High School – Sharon 
Meyer

l Liturgy in the Primary School – 
Marilyn Thomas

l  Bright Ideas – Br Michael Burke

The feed-back received by the CSO 
from these sessions was encouragingly 
positive.  More areas for the enrichment 
of RE lessons and sharing of ideas will be 
incorporated in the next Seminar to be 
held on 22 July.  
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NEW 
TEACHERS’ 
DAY 

At the end of the morning, teachers 
were asked to write down some of their 
questions on Catholic practices that they 
wanted explained and these were then 
answered by Br Michael and the CSO 
panel.  A Para-Liturgy concluded the 
day. On 14 March 2015, the Orientation 
workshop was held at Iona Convent 
together with Jenny Potgieter 
and Violet Ramathunya. 
The Pretoria 
programme 
followed a 
similar format. 
They left the 
workshop 
having a better 
insight of their 
schools.

New Teachers’ Day was held in 
Johannesburg on the 10 March at the 
Chancery with 85 new teachers present; 
and in Pretoria at Iona Convent on 14 
March with 30 new teachers. 

The presenter was Br Michael Burke 
who introduced both mornings with a 
reflection based on the song ‘We’ve only 
just begun’ by Karen Carpenter, which 
he played.  The teachers were asked to 
relate the words on the screen to their 
own experience as teachers new to 
Catholic Schools.  Various sessions were 
discussed and shared. These included 
achieving personal common ground in 
teaching, the development of Catholic 
Education through the ages, shared 
stories of the Johannesburg schools and 
their founders and where the present 
generation of teachers find themselves.  

After a refreshing break, the focus 
moved to teaching as a vocation with 
Jesus as the centre and reference point 
in all Catholic Schools.   Br Michael 
also gave a simple explanation of 
how the celebration of Holy Mass 
combines The Word of God with 
inviting God’s Spirit to transform 
and unite all in the Eucharist. In his 
presentation, Br Michael explained 
the importance of all staff upholding 
the ethos of a Catholic School. 
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Ash Wednesday 
Lent

Ash Wednesday, 18 February, marked 
the beginning of our Lenten Journey. As 
we know, the ashes we receive on our 
forehead serve as an outward sign of 
our sinfulness and need for repentance. 
The ashes also symbolize our mortality, a 
reminder that one day we will die and our 
bodies will return to dust.  Pictured here 
are Assumpta Primary and St Catherine’s 
Germiston receiving ashes.

CSO Spirited Leadership 
Course 2015
Module 1 and 2 of the course 
was presented on 19 and 
20 March. Our thanks to 
De La Salle Holy Cross 
College for hosting 
the course for two 
days. Module 1 
was presented by 
Fr Russell Pollitt 
(Director of the Jesuit 
Institute) and Module 2 
by Fr Hugh Lagan SMA. 

Administrator’s Forum
Theo van Rooyen (People 
Support) and Mike Boden 
(Business Manager, St David’s 
Marist Inanda) presented to 
school administrators on 6 March.

This course is different to other leadership 
courses. It focuses on the root qualities 
of effective leadership, which is values 

based and not just on leadership 
skills. 

It strives to develop a 
clearer sense of how 

to exercise authentic 
leadership, which 
brings out the 
potential in others. 
It provides a different 

approach to decision-making based on 
greater self-awareness with powerful 
tools to continue to develop one’s 
self-awareness, which is part of a life-
long journey. In the last two decades, 
there has been a shift in the literature 
on leadership, which is increasingly 
recognising the critical importance of SQ 
(Spiritual Intelligence) and EQ (Emotional 
Intelligence). 

Fr Hugh stressed the development of 
personal qualities of self-awareness, self-

management, social awareness 
and relationship management as 
key aspects of the Emotionally 
Intelligent Leader.  

We have 32 participants on 
the leadership course who 
are spirited, committed and 
participative.           
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Grade 11 Mass Pretoria
20 March 2015 was a day the Grade 11s will never forget. They come 
together annually from all the high schools in the Archdiocese of 
Pretoria to celebrate the Grade 11 Special Mass. This year, the Mass 
was celebrated by Fr Karabo, the parish priest at the Cathedral and 
con-celebrated by Fr Daniel, the Chaplain at Loreto Convent and Fr 
Peter the Chaplain at CBC. The learners are always happy to 
meet learners from other Catholic Schools.  

The Grade 11 Mass Pilgrimage Crosses have started 
their journey to our Catholic Schools.

The cross, adorned with each school’s emblem, is 
sent with a prayer and a message to encourage each 
other to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel and remain united in 
following Our Lord. Each school has the cross for a week.

On Monday 16 March, Grade 11 students from Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer, handed the cross to the Grade 11s of Assumption 
Convent. The students from Marist Brothers sang a few hymns, 
read from scripture and said a prayer. The St Ursula’s girls handed 
the cross over to La Salle learners, spoke about St Angela Merici and 
shared some of her special prayers and words of wisdom. They prayed 
for La Salle College, invoking the intercession of St. Jean-Baptiste De La 
Salle and encouraged the boys and girls with a bible reading and hymn. 
Refreshments and a friendly exchange between the learners brought the hand over 
to a happy conclusion.  St Dominic’s School in Boksburg handed the cross over to CBC 
Boksburg at their special Mass Celebration and De La Salle Holy Cross College handed 
the cross to St Teresa’s School, Rosebank.

We look forward to celebrating the Grade 11 Masses with all learners in Johannesburg 
at the Cathedral of Christ the King on 20 and 21 May. 

GRADE 11 
PILGRIMAGE 
CROSSES
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Movement and 
Music in the 
Pre-Primary 
Classroom 
This exciting, practical and 
invigorating workshop for Pre-
School Teachers was held at St 
David’s Marist, Inanda on Tuesday 
17 March. The workshop was 
presented by Merle Kantor 
and organised by Pat Milne. It 
was a participative session and 
clearly demonstrated how the 
HEAR-DO-SEE method assists the 
learning process. When these three 
senses are stimulated at the same time, 
the internalization of the subject being 
taught is best. During the workshop 
teachers experimented doing movements 
with their bodies, with instruments with 
apparatus, with a friend, with a rhythm 
pattern and with a story. 

Using movement and music in all areas of 
the classroom enables one to teach using 
different learning styles such kinesthetic, 
visual, and auditory to be able to assist 
each individual child. 

Johannesburg Principals’ Meeting
Principals from our schools in 
Johannesburg and Pretoria met on 
19 February at Shanahan Park. Ella 
Mokgalane from SACE presented on the 
CPTD Management System. 

Pretoria Principals’ Retreat
On 18 March 2015 the principals had 
their annual retreat at Nazareth House. 
The retreat was presented by Fr. Patric 
Rakeketsi. He led the reflection using the 
model of Nehemiah as a servant leader. 
The principals found the session very 
uplifting and fruitful as they had time out 
of their busy schedule to have spiritual 
encounter.
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School news
Holy Rosary hosts Gatsby evening
As part of Holy Rosary’s endeavour of taking learning 
beyond the classroom, Grade 11 English teachers and 
girls created a ‘Great Gatsby’ movie premiere event. The 
girls had a great deal of fun choosing their characters 
and costumes and lived a few minutes of Gatsby’s 
world in the American dream.

Lourdes Primary 
School 
The soccer team played in a friendly 
soccer match with the local schools 
in Diepkloof on 17 March 2015. 
They won the match 3 – 0.

Our Lady of 
Lebanon Maronite 
Catholic School
Blessing of new school 
building at Our Lady of 

Lebanon Maronite Catholic 
School by Archbishop Buti 

Tlhagale in the presence of Rev 
Fr Malek Abou Tanous (Superior 

General of the Congregation of the 
Maronite Lebanese Missionaries) 
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Class of Thirteen 
Each year, St Catherine’s Convent School in 
Germiston conducts a Special Assembly to 
honour the Grade 12 learners, who enrolled at 
the school thirteen years ago in Grade R.  

more



The summer sports of Basketball, Cricket, 
Rugby 7s and Swimming have drawn a 
good response from schools.   The Catholic 
Schools Sports Committee has continued 
to try to accommodate the diversity of 
sports and sporting standards within 
our schools, with considerable success.   
Despite some climatic challenges, all 
the events planned for this season took 
place. 

Saturday 24 January – HS Cricket at Veritas 
College
A round robin T20 format was played 
amongst the six participating schools: 
De La Salle Holy Cross College, Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer, Sacred Heart College, 
St David’s Marist Inanda, St Ursula’s 
School and Veritas College.  Having 
two new teams this year bolstered the 
competition and the boys were able to 
enjoy a full day of playing.  

Saturday 7 February – PS Cricket at Veritas 
College and PS Basketball at Dominican 
Convent School
Seven teams participated in the cricket 
festival: De La Salle Holy Cross Primary, 
St Thomas Aquinas School, Maryvale 
Primary, Mayfair Convent, St Ursula’s 
Primary School, St Catherine’s Primary 
School and Veritas College Prep.  Teams 
participated in at least two matches each.   

The teams that participated in the 
basketball were from Dominican Convent 
School, St Benedict’s Prep School, Marist 

Brothers Linmeyer and 
Sacred Heart College.  A 

Round Robin format 
was followed and 

each school played 
four matches.  The 
top two teams 
from each Pool 
played in the 

final.  Dominican 
and Sacred Heart 

contested the final, 
with Dominican emerging 

as the victors.  There was a 
lovely vibe on the day of the event and 
all schools remained until the end of the 
programme.  

Friday 13 February – PS Swimming Galas
Fourteen schools participated in four 
exciting swimming galas. 

St David’s Marist Inanda hosted the 50m 
A gala, Brescia House School the 25m B 
gala and St Teresa’s School and Sacred 
Heart College, with assistance from 

CSSC Sport – Summer 
Season 2015
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Dominican Convent School, hosted 
the 25m C1 and C2 galas.  The 
grading of the galas worked well 
and enabled equal strength teams 
to participate together.

Saturday 14 February – HS Basket-
ball
Late night storms did not dampen 
the spirit of the basketball 
tournament  held at Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer this year.  Nine 
schools participated in a keenly 
contested competition, which provided 
a touch of international flair by including 
an invitation team, and the eventual girls’ 
section winner, Chisipite School from 
Harare, Zimbabwe.  Dominican Convent 
School were the runners-up.  The boys 
section was also strong and the final was 
contested between St Benedict’s College 
and Dominican Convent Schools, with 
Dominican emerging as the winners.  The 
other schools that participated were Holy 
Family College, Marist Brothers Linmeyer, 
McAuley House School, St Catherine’s 
School and St David’s Marist Inanda.

Tuesday 17 February – High School Gala
Two galas were held to accommodate 
the strength and number of teams 
wishing to participate.  The A gala was 
held at Ellis Park and the B gala at St 
Benedict’s College. Seventeen schools 
participated in the two galas, both of 
which were contested over 50m.  Brescia 
House School (logistics), St Dominic’s 
(catering) and Marist Brothers Linmeyer 
(JOC) combined to organise the A gala 
and St Benedict’s organised and hosted 
the B gala.   The winning schools in the 
A gala were Holy Rosary School (girls), St 
Benedict’s College and St David’s Marist 
Inanda (tie – boys) and De La Salle Holy 
Cross College (co-ed).  The B gala winners 
were St Teresa’s School (girls), St David’s 
Marist Inanda (boys) and Sacred Heart 
College (co-ed).  
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Saturday 14 March – FP Cricket at Sacred 
Heart College and HS Rugby 7s at St 
Benedict’s College

CBC Mount Edmond, De La Salle Holy 
Cross Primary, Sacred Heart College, St 
Catherine’s and St Ursula’s participated 
in the mini cricket festival.  It was a lovely 
morning of sport with teams from grades 
1 – 3 involved in matches.

For the first time, two separate 
age-group tournaments 
were held.  Teams from 
De La Salle Holy Cross 
College, Dominican 
Convent School, Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer, 
St Benedict’s College 
and Veritas College 
participated in both the 
Open and U16 sections.  
Matches were exciting 
and closely contested, with 
the host school achieving 
top honours in both sections. 

The schools that have hosted and organised 
events this season have done so superbly.  The 
committee and the CSO greatly appreciate 
their contribution to the success of our 
programme.  The winter season is around the 
corner and will get underway on Saturday 9 
May with junior high school tournaments in 
hockey, netball and soccer. 

Foundation Phase
30 May  Netball and Soccer  
1 August Hockey   

Primary School
16 May  U13 Netball  
23 May  U13 Soccer  
6 June  U13 Hockey  
20 June  Cross Country  
1 August Grades 4 – 6 Hockey 

High School
9 May  U14 & U15 Hockey, Netball  
  and Soccer 
16 May  Open Netball and Soccer 
23 & 24  May  Open Hockey 
20 June    Cross Country 

REMINDER – CSSC WINTER SCHEDULE


